
The Royal Exchange Theatre, Manchester

Case Study
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The Royal Exchange building was dam-
aged on 15 June 1996 when an IRA bomb 
exploded in Corporation Street less than 
50 yards away. The blast caused the domes 
to move, although the main structure was 
undamaged.

Total repairs took over two years and cost 
£32 million, a sum provided by the National 
Lottery

The Standard Patent Glazing Company was 
awarded the very prestigious contract to 
replace the three massive glazed domes 
(1,000m²).

When the existing damaged domes were 
removed it was noticed that the glass to the 
central dome had originally been supplied 
with a blue/purple translucent paint. The 
only evidence of this was discovered at the 
edges of the glass that were captivated and 
protected within the glazing bars. It was 
decided that this original feature should be 
restored in the new replacement domes 
and we were tasked with matching this 
special tint.

We managed to source a coloured pvb in-
terlayer from Germany which was a perfect 
match. The replacement glass was supplied 
in a bespoke single glazed heat strength-
ened laminated composition.

 Our Heritage lead covered steel glazing sys-
tem was and still is  the only available pat-
ent glazing system to replicate the original 
features of the grade II listed building. 

Main Contractor: MACE
Architect: Levitt Bernstein
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